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EXAMINER'S STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The present invention is directed to a method of inhibiting reductase activity of 
11-Beta-hydroxysteroid dehydrogenase 1 (11-Beta HSD1) in an animal in need thereof 
in neuronal tissue of the animal comprising administering to the animal an effective 
amount of an inhibitor of said reductase activity of 1 1 -Beta HSD1 . 

The closest prior art reference, Walker et al. (Walker et al. Clinical Endocrinology 
1993, pages 221-227) discloses that carbenoloxone inhibits both 11-beta reductase 
acitivity, and 11 beta-dehydrogenese activity of 11-Beta HSD1, and indicates that 11 
beta-red uctase activity is predominant in liver and the 1 1 beta-dehydrogenase activity is 
predominant in kidney, so that inhibition by carbenoxolone would increase Cortisol levels 
in kidney and decrease Cortisol levels in liver. The present invention is specific to the 
reductase activity of 11 beta-HSD1 in neuronal tissue (CNS). The present invention is 
also specific to lowering of glucocorticoid levels in neuronal tissue in an animal thereof 
by inhibiting the reductase activity of 11-Beta HSD1. Walker et al. do not teach or 
suggest that inhibition of 11 Beta-HSD1 in neuronal tissue results in inhibition of 
reductase activity and thus results in lowering of Cortisol concentration in neuronal 
tissue. There is no teaching in Walker et al. and the prior art in its entirety to select 
neuronal tissue as targets for 11 Beta-HSD1 where reductase activity is predominant. 
Thus, there would not be any motivation to inhibit 11 Beta-HSD1 in neuronal tissue 
because a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention would not expect 
that this would lower glucocorticoid levels in neuronal tissue. 
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Thus, the instant method of inhibiting reductase activity of 11-Beta- 
hydroxysteroid dehydrogenase in neuronal tissue of the animal is novel, and further 
provides the use of inhibitors of 11 beta-HSD1 in patients in need of lowering 
glucocorticoid levels in neuronal tissue, e.g., patients with elevated fatty acids, cognitive 
dysfunction. 

Thus, the method of the present invention is novel and unobvious over the prior 

art. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shobha Kantamneni whose telephone number is 571- 

272- 2930. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sreeni Padmanabhan can be reached on 571-272-0629. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




